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SIGHTINGS: SPRING AND SUMMER 2000 

G,-.,g D. Jackson 

Some ",awns overwhelm u' wilh abundance; spring 2000 did no! burden us 
with thaI challenge. The decrease in ob5erved migralion was primarily due 10 
dry condilions wilh little ftontal aeti,·ily. particularly on lhe coast. However. a 
great percipitation of lransicm, occurred along tbe Oulf 24-25 April, ond good 
birding w". had then: 18 and 22 April as well; at Birmingham, an excellenl fall 
of migrant' "·as e~perien<cd 28 ApTil. De'pite an ovcrnll stow period for regular 
migrant'. ,everal raritie, added . flair of eXCilemenl. A ,peci.1 im·esligation of 
breeding birds in Chilton Counly 16-18 June uneovere.J many interesting finds 

March was warm with precipitation high in some area, (Birmingham) an d low 
in others (Montgomery). April wa, cool throughout, with increased rainfall in 
the north and less than usual in the ,oulh. May, June. ~nd July were "'arm and 
dry in m<x1 part' of our region. 

This report COV"" the period from March Ihrough July 2000 in Alabama and the 
florida Panhandle (~ast to the Apa lachicola River). The appearanc e of 
obscrvations in thi, column dOC$ not <uggcst verification or ""cepolance ofrocord. 
for very mre specie,; the,e mu,t be considered by the awropriatc 'tate record, 
cnmmiuccs. All submissions of birds that are rare. either in general or for a 
particular seaSon or region. must be accompanied by adequate details of lhe 
obse"'ation . Tbe exteIl1 oflhi, documentation depends on thc rarity Oflhc 'pc<:ics 
and the dimeully of identification. For guid.nce, observers are encour.ged to 
consult Ihe recently revised AOS checklist. Reports should nole conditions of 
observation and the diagnostic charnete", observed. Your help in tbis maUer i, 
appreciated. 

Abbreviati"n. and Irlncs: County nam .. are in it.lic, . LocatiOlls not indicating 
Florida are in Alabama. ··b:· - banded; .ott . 1:· - and others (small number); 
'·FWBSF·' - Fl. Wahon Beach spray fields. Okaloosa COUIl1y, FL; '"GC·'~ Oulf 
Coast (AI.billlla); ··rcp·' - Inlaod Coa,tal Plain (Alabama); ··m.ob"· - many 
observers: ·'MR'· = MOlIIltain Region; "NF" = National Fore"; ··NWR" = National 
Wildlife Refuge; ·'p.a:' - pending accc~ancc by the , talC bird record, commit
tee; ··ph"· - phOl.ograrhed; "SBC'· = Summer Bird Count; "Sp·' = State Park; 

Vol . 40. No. 2. 2000 



ALABAMA BIRDLlFE 

Five early Blue-winged Teal were observed 12 March in Lauderdale (PDK);. 
pair with seven young in Sanra Rwa 8 May (\\1M) furnished a scarce WP breeding 
record. Quite a fmd for the summer wa, • male Black SCOler 9 June at Ft. Morgan, 
Bald .... in (Bl, IF), providing only a second Alabama record for th.t .caron. The 
Long-t.ilod Duck 14 March in north Shelby (PAR) w •• u"muol for the MR. 
Only occ",ion.1 on the GC, a male Common Merganser was .t D.uphin Island, 
Mobil~, 7 April (GEH. m.ob.). Scvcml Rcd-breasted Mcrgansers 11 March in 
Perry (DA, PJ) were n01ewonhy'l tb.t .. aron for the ICP. Setting .nAI.bama 
maximum, 930 Ruddy Ducl. ''>\.'TC counted 7 Man;h al GuntCl1lvillc, Marshall 
(GDJ,ooJ). 

RAPTORS TO TERNS 

Rare as a I>rcedor in tho TV. a pair of Ospreys wa, obscI\'ed con'tructing a ne,t 
19 April on the Tennessee R. wc~ of Florence, Lauderdale (IlJS). An urly 
S",,,lIow-tailed Kit. wa, 'polted in south Mobile 8 March (JFP). Rarely-reported, 
• Swallow_tailed ncst w" footld in nonh Baldwin 22 June (CP, BS, ECS); lwo 
large nestling, wcre pn;,ent , .nd one had fledged three day, I.tor. Ten of these 
eleg.nt bird, were spotted", far nonh a, somh Pickens 29 July (GJH, m.ob.), 
:md ~ single Swallow_tailed 30 July in Vestavia, .JejJcr"{)n (ER) provided O<1ly 
the Ihin! MR "."cord. An early Mississi ppi Kitc was in Elmore 22 March (RR), 
and o,'er 100 in the nonhwestem ICP 29 July (GJH, m.ob.)":I' new ,t.te 
maximum. Our n.tional bird continued a slow incre ..... , a breeding bird in 
Alabama. A nCSI wilh IWO young eagles was located 25 April al Weiss L., 
Cherokee (GLH), and a pair wa, . cen al L. Jordan in CM/IOn 18 June (DTM cl 

aLl · 

Three American Kestrel" including one pair, in Talladega NF, Chi/IOn, 17 June 
(GDJ, DGJ) '"'"rc notewonhy; .rtcr year. ofdecline, the ,p<-...,ie, appears to be 
increasing io lhe st.te a, a breedcr. Un",u.1 inland in winter, a Merlin was spo!ted 
II March in Perry (DA, pJ). Annually reeorded at Dauphin I., the reclu.ive 
Black R.il was heard 26 April (RC ot .1.). A King Rail c.lled n April al Oakland 
Marsh (JTG), known as a rcguiarspol for Ihi, ,caree TV specie,; cleven Kings, 
including olle on. nest, fl1l1li'hcd an inland m.ximum 8 June al \\'fF (TAP). 
The Arne.ic.o Coot 29 May ot Easl L., kjJe'Jon (JL) W", btc. 

Encouraging news for. declining coastalmrd, 11 Wilson', Plover, ""ere cOImted 
24 July on Ihe Na"arre Flal', &mla Rosa, FL (RAD). Very ",n: in the WP, an 
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American Oystercatcher was at Ft. Pickens, Esc~mbia. 20 April (LRD). An 
excellent inland sighting. 12-14 American Avocet. we", at Wilson Dam ncar 
Flo",,,,,e 28 April (DL, Gil). In nearby Colbertl7 April. 51 LCS>~T Yclluwlcg' 
represented a good inland gathering for spring (DJS); if not sunnnering. three 
Lessers near Florence 25 June (TMII) probably were early migrants. and were 
ea,lier th.n previous "fall" inland m:onis, The Upland Sandpil"'r 16 July al 
WTF (SER) was ahead of schedule. A Whimbrel22 March at FI. Pickens(TAP) 
set a new early WP record, and 42 birds in Escambia 20April (A&DF) furnished 
a WP maximum. One Long-billed Curlew returned early to the Mobile Causeway 
13 July (M&KW). An astounding 40 Marbled Gadwits were re<nrded in 
Escambia. FL, 20 Apri l (A&DF); two were unusual in that county at the early 
date of3fl July (RAD). 

Setting early local record. , a Pectoral Sandpiper was in Shelby 4 March 
(MW&JR). and two were at WTF 16 July (SER). First for the WP. a Curlew 
Sa nd!,iper wos a shock at FWHSF 12_1 5 April (RAD, m.oo" v,t. PB. p.a.), 
Furni,hing an early north Alabama date. a Slilt Sandpil"'r was at Town Creek 
Marsh. Cdberl. 23 March (GDJ, DGJ). All;o setting.n carly local record. a 
Wil,on 's Phalarope appearcd 14 July at FWBSF (DMW). The Red Phalarope 
17 March at Vandiver, She/by(DH. HHK. v,1. GDJ. DGJ, r.'.) waoonlythc 1'J" 
m:ordcd foc the Siale, and one offew for the MR. Rare inl.nd. single Laughing 
Gulls were in Morg~" 13 May (CDC. MSG) and in Chillon 17 June (ECS), A 
flock of25 Caspian Tern. 24 April at Wil,on nam (T MH) wa, impressive. Early 
Cospian. induded a lone bird 2 July in wesl Lauderd~lc (TMH), s~ning an early 
arrival date for inland Alabama, and anmher 17 July in Choclaw (SWM). The 
Illaek Tern 8 Jun~ ne.r Florence (TMH) "'a, behind <chedule . 

DOVES TO SWALLOWS 

AI the northern edge oflhe b!ttding range, Iwo p.i.,; ofCummon Ground_Dove" 
one wilh a fledgling. were a ,u<prise 17-1 8 June in northeast ChillOn (RRS, 
MBS). Nut often detectcd inland in migralion . a Black-billed Cuckoo wos a 
t",.t in Shelby 5 M.y (HHW. S&DH). The Yellow-billed Cuckoo 5 April in 
Elmore (PRJ furnished an early arrival n-rord for the ICP. Early Chuck-will's
widows included catting birds 27 March at Ft. Morgan (PHI) and 5 April in 
Elmore (RR). Two calling VaUI 's s",m, were identified 18 April .1 Ft. Pickens 
(RAD. p.a.). providing a fir!! WI' record. Now regular in the WP. a BuIT-bellied 
Hummingbird wao in !'cnsacolo 8 April (JW). Ahead oflhe pack. a Ruby-throated 
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lIununingbird furnisbed an ICP arrival dal(: in Bur/e, 7 March (CK). A very rare 
Calliope Hu mmingbird was banded in Pensacola 2 March (FB, IR et a1.). 

An outslanding find .• Tropical Kingbird . first for the WP, wa, identified by 
voice 16 May at Gulf Breeze. Sama R""a (RAO). Rare in spring, a Western 
Kingbird was spotted 29 April at FWBSF (RAO, PC&AT). Gray Kingbird 
apparently is .tiU absent . , a breeder rrom thcAlabama co .. t and from Ft Pickens, 
FL. The '[,<,eie , neslcd al a rew 'pot'lhis summer on the WP mainland and al 
Gulf Breeze, FL IJide RAD). One Gray Kingbird ""en over 100 km inland in 
north Ilaldwin J June (BE, BS, VBF. m.ob.) waS quite a surprise. and only Ihe 
second inland for Ihe slate. Scissor_lailed Flycalcher continued a . Iow but slcady 
increase"" a breedc:r in Alabama, partieularl~ in lhe TV. Th is .pring and SllJl1llJer, 
alle.,t 13 birds were discovered in the TV in Lauderdale (PDK). Colbert (DJS). 
Morgan (SWM. S&OH). Madison (KW, 110, ORC, RC .1 aJ.) and Jacbon (JH, 
D&K1). The only ICP repon Ibi. year was ofa pair in Hale 20 May (OPG). A 
Scissor· tai led 20 Ma~ in soulhwe'l Mobile (KSF ot al.) fumi<hcd a new late GC 

date . 

Only the fourth in spring for Ihe GC,. Bell', Vireo was a nicc find 28 April al 
ft. Morgan{Hll, Me). Though Blu"_hcadcd Vireo Meed<.t upper devotiono in 
Ihe Talladega Mountains, two at lower Siles in Randolph 4 June (RRR) were 
unusual. l'wo Warbling Vireos rerume<! early 22 April to tbe ncsli n~ si te al 
Waterloo. Lauderdale (JTG). Rare spring coastal record, included Warbl ings 
24.25 April at Ft. Morg.n (RAD. LR O, BS ct al.) and 25 April at Ft. Pickens, FL 
(RAO, LRD el al.) . Black_whiskered Vireo is regular in small numbers on the 
coast in .pring. Three banded at Fl. Morgan 3 April (RRS, MBS, m.ob.) 
established a new early date for Alabama. Latesl of several Ft. Morgan records 
this year was a singing Black_whiskered 1 S May (BS). Fish Crow is rare in most 
ofoorth Alabam.; one w", calling in cast JejJuson 2 April (SWM), four were 
oolcd in soulheast J€jJerw" 16 April (GOJ. DGJ), and another vocalized in 
nonh Shelby 2 May (GDJ, DGJ). Three Homed Larbcontinucd at the sole lCP 
f\Cj;l ing sile.t WTF 18 May (TAP). 

Ca.uall:>reedcrs, a pair ofT rec Swallow~ with four young nested this summer .1 
Key Cave NW~, l..iJud~rdale (CDC, POK). It was. bann.ry.ar for tbe c~panding 
inland population of Cliff Swallow •. Forty were seen as early as 23 March al • 
norm.1 breeding site in wuderdale (GOJ, DGJ). Many reports wcrc . uhmitl(:d 
of ClifTs nosting in previously unknown .reaS. These included birds at Jone, 
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BlulTDam, Lownd~s/A"'~uga, 11 May (TAP), at L, Wooowee Dam, Randolph, 
4 lune (RRR), over 80 on the Chanahood,ee R. in R'L<.,~lIlO lune (WFC), • 
p"ir in southeast Chillrm 7 June (ODJ), 254 Cliffs in ea,tem Chi/IOn 17- I 8 ]~nc 
(AOS), 84 birds on the Black Warrior R., Ho/e, 24 June (SWM), and over 20U ~t 
West Point L., Chambers, t6 July (OEH). The ClilTSwallow, in RUlScll mark 
the ,oothemmo't inland population in Alabama; ob.crvcrs <hould cheek farther 
south 01\ the Challah(lOChee, Alabama, and Tombigbee Rivers in coming sea,o, ... 
Amazing numbe" of C.ve Swallows were recorded this 'pring on the ~oost. 
Representing lhe 12"' Alabama record, an a'tounding five birds were at F1. Morgan 
4-12 April (ODJ, DGJ, LRD, m.ob., V. L, p.a.); al lea't one other was >ccn 4 
April on the Mobile Causeway, Mobile (GD1), for a .tote maximum of.ix th.t 
day. One Cave Swallow appcan.--.,J at FWBSF 14_15 April (MR, RRo, RAD, 
LRD, m.ob. ) for a third WP sighting, and another, pcrhap< one of the Ft. Morg.n 
binl~, was ~pouoo at Dauphin L 16 April (SRM, p.a .). An early B"m Swaliow 
""", in Montgomery 9 March (LFG). 

NtiTHA1'c m ;s TO FI NCHES 

Running behind schedule,. Red-breasted Nuthatch was in the Bankhead NF 6 
M.y(TMJ-I, MA, JTG). Only the eighth in the WPsio<c 1965, a Hewie.', Wren 
was unexpected 9 Marcb at FWBSF (LKD). The pair of Gray Catbinls fledging 
young thi, June in Gulf Breeze (RAD, LRD) provided a first WP breeding record. 
A I.te American Pipit was observed 24 April in Lauderdal~ (!TG). The flock of 
Cedar Waxwing. 15 Moy at Dauphin I. (SJP, LP) was tardy; tying alaI. GC 
date, a Tennessee Warbler was also seen thaI day (LP). Rare but regular in spring 
in north A labama, a Na;hville Warbler was in Binningb= 2SApril (LFG), and 
two were in Mad~on 30 April (GDJ, OOJ). A Northern Parul. 23 M.rc h in 
Binningham (RRR) was early, and a Cape May Warbler 30 April in Montgomery 
(LFG, FB, LM et al.) was unu<ual for the rcp. Rare inland in spring," , inging 
Blaek.throaled Bluc Warbler ".-a s in Birmingham 28 April (LFG). The 
Bbckbumian Warbler 7 April in Madi.wn (HO) was ahc.d uf sched ule, .. were 
several Yellow-throated Warblers II March in !laic (DA, PI) . SeninG an carly 
rcp date, a singing Blackpoll Warbler was in Manroe 13 April (MR, BIl). 

Unexpected on the Chilton County SBC, and the first in summer for lbe ICP, 
singing Ovenbirds were documcntoo 16-17 June in both the northeast and 
southwest portions of the county (SWM, S&DH). Earliest ever for the IC P, a 
Sw.inson 's Warbler appeared in Buller 31 March (CK); nIJC in the TV, the regular 

Vot. 46, No.2, 2000 



ALABAMA BtRDL1FE 

birdaIWheelerNWR,Morgan, returned I May(COC) , ALoui,iana Water1hrush 
furniihed an .arly , late record 2 March in B~ller (CK). Always a treal, two TarC 
Connecticut W.rblers were inMndison 16 May (MSG, COC, DRC, RC), Earli",1 
for inland Alabama, an adult male Mourning Warbler was discovered 25 April 
in Florence (TMH); raTe but regular, especi.lly in tbe TV, singing Mournings 
w.re in Madison 14 May (MSG) and 25 May (MS).Also inM~dison , . Wil,"",', 
Warbler 16 May (COC, MSG, ORe RC) set a TV departure date, 

Like the Ovenbirds, fuur Scarlet Tanagers, induding a pair, in west Chilton I? 
June (PAR, S&DH) were .urpri.ing and repre,ented the southenunoSl lune 
=ord. for Alabama. With only four previous .pring r"""rds for the ,talC, single 
Clay-colored Sparrows appeared 22-23 April at Dauphin I. (W18, m,ob.) and 
29 April al Ft. Morgan (BS). Lar~ Sparrow continued. ' teady incr.ase ... 
brec-dct in ~le TV .od ICP. New ,ite~ were discuvcred in Loud~rriale (JTG, 
COC, PDK, TM H, m.ob.J, Auwuga (SER. LfG, m,ob,), and Chilton (GEH). 
Rare in the WP, • Lincoln', Sparrow wa, al ft. Pickens 20-23 March [fAP, MR, 
SN el aL). An inland 'urprise, a Painted Bunting was in Aubum 29·30 April 
(SO). 

l atest on record for the TV, ~ 8obolink w~s 5pottcd in Loud~rrial~ 6 June (CDC), 
The male Yellow-beaded Blackbird . 1 Dauphin I, 29-30 April (JFP, lP) w", a 
rare plea,ure. Also on Dauphin, a male Shiny Cowbird 21·22 April (leN, JRW, 
ph., p .•. ) furnished the IS· Alabama record. Po .. ibly breeding in a new area of 
the slMe, a Baltimore Oriole ""as singing 4 June in Randolph (RRR) , Eight Red 
Cro<5bi1l5 continued into Ihe .pring in Cleburne (BS). Two tarrying Pine Siskins 
were in e"IJ~JJ~r"'n to 25 May (RRS). 
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